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Å Adopted in 1992, entered into force in 2000  

Å Negotiated by UNECE member countries in response to several 
major industrial accidents and their transboundary  effects  

Å Designed to protect people and the environment against 
industrial accidents  

Å Helps its Parties to prevent industrial accidents and to prepare 
for, and respond to, accidents if they occur  

Å Focuses on transboundary  cooperation  

 

Å 41 Parties in the UNECE region  

Å Opening  of the Convention to all UN Member  States  

      currently  considered  by governing  body  
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Available in English and Russian at  

 http:// www.unece.org/index.php?id=32831&L=0  
 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32831&L=0
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Å Prevention, preparedness of and response to industrial accidents 
capable of causing transboundary  effects, including the effects 
of accidents caused by natural disasters  

Å Focus on industrial safety policy and governance, coordination 
among institutions at the national level and across borders  

Å International cooperation concerning mutual assistance, R&D, 
exchange of information & technology  

Ą Pan- European legal framework for enhancing industrial safety and 
achieving a level playing field across countries  
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Å Identification and notification of hazardous 

activities  

Å Policies , strategies and measures for:  
Å Prevention  

Å Preparedness  

Å Emergency Response  

Å  Public information and participation  

 Prevention  

Preparedness  Response  

Hazard 
identification 

and 
notification  

Information to 
and public 

participation  
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Cooperation and coordination between authorities, industry & the public  

Industry Interior Environment Other 

Competent authority 

Local level 

Regional level 
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PREVENTION 

 
Å Identification of 

hazardous activities  
 

Å Notification of 
existing or proposed 
hazardous activities  
 

Å Clear roles of 
competent authorities 
and operators  
 

Å Choosing the 
appropriate location: 
siting  

 

 
PREPAREDNESS 

 
Å Availability of industryõs 

on- site contingency 
plans and communityõs 
off - site contingency 
plans  
 

Å Sharing of 
responsibilities between 
authorities and operators  
 

Å Information sharing on 
contingency plans  
 

Å Joint off - site contingency 
plans to adopt adequate 
response measures  

 
RESPONSE 

 
Å Ensuring capability of 

providing effective 
response and 
mitigation measures  
 

Å Notification of 
accidents or threat 
thereof to potentially 
affected Parties  
 

Å Mutual assistance  
  
Å Coordination of the 

response measures  
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ü Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk  

Å Promotes collection, analysis and use of data/information on hazardous 
substances and activities  

¶ Encourages awareness and exchange of information, training of relevant 
stakeholders  

ü Priority 2: Strengthening disaster risk governance  

¶ Setting of safety objectives, adoption of legislative provisions or guidelines 
concerning safety measures and standards  

ü Priority 3: Investing in DRR for resilience  

¶ Promote coherence across sectors  

¶ Promote and support public - private collaboration  

ü Priority 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response  

¶ Defines emergency preparedness measures of countries that may be 
affected by an industrial accident.  

¶ Encourages Parties to assist each other and cooperate in their response to 
industrial accidents  
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ü SDG 3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and 
illnesses from hazardous chemicals  

ü SDG 3.d Strengthen the capacity of all countries (é) for early warning, 
risk reduction (é) 

ü SDG 11.5  By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the 
number of people affected and substantially decrease the direct economic 
losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by disasters  

ü SDG 11.b  By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human 
settlements adopting and implementing integrated policies and plans towards 
(é) resilience to disasters and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 - 2030, holistic disaster risk 
management at all levels  

ü SDG 12.4  By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of 
chemicals (é) throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed 
international frameworks  
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} Negotiated during 2013 and 2014  

} Adopted at the eighth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, December 2014, Geneva  

} Harmonization with the United Nations Globally Harmonized 
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS)  

} Entry into force expected on 15 December 2015  
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Á To assist countries of South - Eastern and Eastern Europe, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia to enhance industrial safety and 
address the challenges in implementing the Industrial 
Accidents Convention  

Á Experience of one decade (adopted in 2004)  
 
 

 
 

 

Assistance Programme 

Preparatory phase  Implementation  phase  Preparatory phase  

High - level Commitment  
Capacity - building  

 activities  
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